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Knowing when and how to plant a tree are crucial to its survival. But if you select the wrong tree for

your particular area and conditions, the proper planting techniques will not make a difference.

Because Texas is a big place with varied climates, soils, and water qualities, a wide variety of trees

can be grown there. Howard Garrett, also known as the "Dirt Doctor," explores the wide-ranging

possibilities in a book that will prove its value to homeowners, landscape architects, contractors,

nurseries, gardeners, and others who want healthy trees.Texas Trees includes a complete

description of native and best-introduced trees and gives details on natural habitats and preferred

sites, planting and maintenance, identification information, flowers, fruit and foliage, culture,

problems, and propagation. Texas Trees is for all Texas tree lovers, from the Red River to the Gulf

Coast, the piney woods to the deserts and mountains.
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I read the book from front to back. Nice pictures, glad to have a listing of the different tree groups in

the back (flowering, shade trees, ...) and for the insight into some of the tree's uses (medicinal,

neem properties, etc.). I was a bit disappointed on the lack of information that I would have liked to

have seen - for instance - up close pictures/sketches of tree leaves and fruit for reader's use in

identifying a tree. Was glad to see pictures of entire tree along with up close shots, it helps me

determine what the mature tree will look like in the landscape.I also would have liked to see a more

expansive description on the leaves (ie this tree can be distinguished from look alikes by it's 7 points



and fuzzy underside). There were two pictures of Shumard Red Oak leaves and the leaves were

shaped differently on the two pictures, so now I am unsure if I actually have a Shumard Red Oak. A

drawing of the leaves would have helped.I felt like the author was too harsh when comparing his

way of doing things (like not pruning newly transplanted trees) with the advice of other gardening

gurus. I would have been more accepting of that advice if he had conducted some controlled

experiments of his own and published those results rather than to just say "this is the way it should

be because this has been my observation." As an amature gardener, its a big risk of time, effort and

money for me to follow this type of advice without something concrete to back it up. Also felt like the

author was really pushing his home remedies for ailments without offering alternatives for folks who

can't/don't want to brew those treatments up.As an urban gardener, I was also interested in knowing

which trees are more likely to damage sidewalks, pipes, etc with aggressive roots.
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